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recognizes the fact that the cause of constitutional
government in Canada was won from that moment,
that the rebellion led by Papineau and Mackenzie was
the first step towards autonomy.

But in the meantime the English party had
triumphed. Their ever-present dream of assimilating,
if not destroying, the people conquered in 1763 was at
last to become a reality. It was an ambition favoured
by the ministers in Westminster, but one which Great
Britain had appeared to renounce officially at the
period of the Quebec Act. It was unimportant that the
Reformers of Upper Canada had also been rebels.
They belonged to the superior race. The Patriotes of
Lower Canada, without prestige and without leaders,
"remnants of an ancient people adrift on the waves of
a new nation," were willed once and for all to dis-
appear.3

Thus, since it was not possible to refuse a British
colony of tried and trusted British subjects the right
of self-government under the vigilant eye of the
mother country; since parliamentary government must
be restored and the principle of responsible govern-
ment introduced, it became of prime importance that
the direction of affairs in Canada should be given into
the hands only of those men capable of exercising it.
The means? To make the political union of the two
provinces the prelude to the slow but certain absorp-
tion of those men and women who until that time had
persisted in remaining French, and for whom the con-
stitution of 1840 was a second conquest. One of the
commissioners sent to Canada by the British govern-
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